Model U.N. Country and Issues Research 
STEP 1. ISSUES BACKGROUND
1. Read the “Background Guide” provided by the MUN Conference host school at: 
www.coloradomun.org
2. BBC News (British Broadcasting Corporation)        http://news.bbc.co.uk/


“Search” country or issue - many excellent country profiles, articles
3. Council on Foreign Relations “Backgrounders” accurate, objective background      
www.cfr.org/publication/by_type/backgrounder.html


Type in “Iran Nuclear Weapons”  leads to excellent “Iran Crisis Guide”



short videos, excellent maps, policy options, timelines
4.  Best Delegate Model UN Research 


http://bestdelegate.com/research/

A. Committees  B. Countries  C. Topics   D. News Sources   E. Think Tanks

5. U.N. Meetings Coverage and Press Conferences

http://www.un.org/press/en
STEP 2. BASIC COUNTRY BACKGROUND
6.  Google  “CIA World Factbook”  Select your country/state. 
“Introduction” and  “Transnational Issues”  and   “Economics”  
“Export Partners, Import Partners”  

7.   Google “WikIpedia” or go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


“Search”  your country
“History” 
      “Ethnic Groups”


Click on good maps to expand.   Consider expanding hard copy maps to use in councils.

STEP 3. REGIONAL ALLIANCES, ORGANIZATIONS (VOTING BLOCS)
8.  www.state.gov/    
“Countries and Regions”  

“A-Z List of Countries”

  Find your country/state   
 “Background Notes”   

“Foreign Relations”  

9. Goode’s Atlas (blue) - Ask for in your school library - p. 64 maps - Google the political, economic, or military alliances, as some of them change over time.

STEP 4. YOUR COUNTRY and THE U.N.
10. Security Council Report:  www.securitycouncilreport.org/


Single best site for U.N. news  - includes S.C., Peacebuilding, Human Rights issues.


Look at Security Councils issues of the months and by regions.  Make sure to read down to



“Council Dynamics” that tell where Security Council states stand on the issue!

11. How the U.N. works and what it does:   www.un.org/Overview/uninbrief/

12. Model U.N.  www.unausa.org/modelun   “Model UN Preparation”   

“Research Overview”  multiple sources for countries, issues, etc.
13. Colorado Model U.N.  www.coloradomun.org/   


download background documents, resolutions, position paper forms, etc.
STEP 5: YOUR COUNTRY’S PERSPECTIVE/STAND ON MUN ISSUES
14. For BOTH ISSUES, what are the two most important current or historical events or cultural factors (religion, ethnic groups) of your country that directly influence your attitude toward the issues to be discussed in your council. (trade, alliances, conflict, etc)

15.  http://search.yippy.com/  more authoritative, academic search engine

Issue # 1 _____________________

   Year
  Event

Significance relating to the MUN issue

Issue # 2 _____________________

   Year
  Event

Significance relating to the MUN issue


